CHARACTER,    WILL,    ANB   CONATION       l6l
however, recall that the necessity of utilizing the emotional
drive and directing it intellectually to the right type of
action has been stressed, and also the fact that certainly
the majority of children learn by doing and not by in-
tellectual processes divorced from action. Thus the normal
course of mental life may be described as the satisfaction
of some desire, more or less strongly felt, by action that
will be successful or unsuccessful according to the intelli-
gence and experience of the agent.
It is at that psychic moment when thought is transmitted
into action that we have the most characteristic experience
of * will' as it is so often termed. In the broadest sense
when action can be described as a striving to accomplish
a desire the term * conation' is sometimes used ; when
however the whole personality is expressed in action the
term will or volition is generally used.
What actually do we mean when we say a man's will is
strong or weak ? And in how far does the ordinary man's
view differ from that of the psychologist ?
If the reader will consider his own use of the terms strong
and weak will, I think he will find that he calls the man
strong who is tenacious of purpose—who sees what he
wants to do and does it. If such a man also has high ideals
and good well-trained intelligence, so that he chooses
rightly the means by which to carry out his purpose, we
should probably call Mm a man of fine character.
Now when we say a man is weak-willed we imply that
he cannot be relied upon to carry out Ms purpose. We
make no reflection whatsoever on his intelligence, for he
may be an extremely able thinker and well trained, but
for some reason or other he lacks that * drive * that enables
more fortunate people to see a situation through to its
possibly weary end. When it is remembered that the
drive to action has been shown to be either a primary
emotion or sentiment, it will be seen how close is the
connexion between what is commonly called a strong will

